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This newsletter is going to live 
up to its title because it contains 
a lot that is “new” - not just in-
formation but what’s new in 
the grace of Jesus Christ, Risen 
from the dead!  Our Church is 
full of what’s new.   In fact, the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ is trans-
lated as “good news.”   What’s 
new in your faith life?  Well, we 
are convinced that there is a lot 
that’s new in your Church life 
and we are celebrating and an-
nouncing what’s new in many 
ways at St. Albert the Great.  

Our Vision 2016 “Every One 
Add One: Renew, Reflect, 
Reach Out” is inviting all of us 
as individual members and as a 
community to find the grace of 
what is “new.”  Sometimes Cath-
olics are perceived as a people 
who are clinging only to what 
is “old.” In fact, some Catholics 
kind of pride themselves on 
being “old school” as they say. 
That understanding of Catholic 
life and tradition is not what the 
Catholic Church is about at all.  
Our Catholic faith is about the 
new creation found in baptism, 
the new life of resurrection, the 
new way of generosity and ser-
vice, the new commandment to 
love one another, the new day, 
everyday, for those who believe.  
It’s not old, it’s NEW.

We see this newness manifested 
everyday and in many ways in 
our parish life these days.  Most 
notably we have a new worship 
place with our recently 

renovated church.   It is really 
beautiful with only a few fin-
ishing touches yet to be made. 
Thank God for the generosity of 
our parishioners and the artis-
tic spiritual gifts of the artisans. 
We have two new priests lead-
ing the worship and serving the 
community: Fr. John Pfeifer and 
Fr. Joseph Kim.  Fr. Kim is RE-
ALLY new, only being ordained 
a priest this past May 16th.  

Our ministry to youth is real-
ly something new.   Under the 
leadership of our new Youth 
Ministry Coordinator, Katie 
Nowak, we are launching a 
youth ministry to 7-8th graders 
as well as a new approach to the 
high school ministry.   Look to 
hear and see something NEW 
from and for our parish youth.
Speaking of young people, our 
parish school is going to wel-
come an increase of 35 students 
in the enrollment K-8!   Sever-
al retirements and relocations 
have led to the addition of five 
NEW teachers and staff in Pre-
school, first grade, third grade, 
K-8 music education, special 
education, to mention a few.   
New life and enthusiasm for our 
many NEW students.  

Add to all this newness our new 
playground and new playing 
fields along Royalwood Road 
and one has to admit that the 
NEW is all around. All of it 
is a grace from God working 
through the life and ministry of 
the Church.   The Grace of the 
NEW!

The Grace of the New



St. Albert the Great School –
Reflection of a Faith-Filled 4th Quarter

Oliver Wendell Holmes eloquently states, “What 
lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny 
matters compared to what lies within us.”  As we 
close the door to another school year, we revis-
it the motto in our foyer, recognizing that Jesus 
Christ is the presence within us.  I am grateful 
for the numerous advancements that have hap-
pened in our building, but most especially the 
opportunity for continued development of faith 
in our hearts and our lives.

In this fourth quarter, we are extremely proud of 
our students who continue to shine as members 
of our community of faith.  On April 2nd, the 
members of the 8th grade class led their young-
er peers in a school-wide retreat day with the 
theme “Just Say Jesus.”  Joined by fifteen gradu-
ates from the class of 2014, the students led the 
school in a spirit-filled rally followed by hands-
on activities for students focusing on the events 
of the Holy Triduum.  From a model city of Jeru-
salem to a prayer garden in the gym, the eighth 
graders demonstrated their remarkable spiritu-
ality, catechizing others.   It was truly a blessed 
day, especially to reunite with our graduates 
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Hello! I am very excited to begin this new journey, as the youth, the staff and parish 
community have already been so very welcoming!

To introduce myself, I grew up in Parma and attended St. Charles Borromeo School. 
There I was involved in youth ministry, in addition to being a lector and singing 
in the choir at Mass. I then attended Holy Name, where I became a Eucharistic 
minister and led early morning Communion services. I received my Bachelor’s De-
gree from John Carroll University, where I studied communications, history and 

political science. The Jesuit experience I gained at John Carroll taught me to be a woman for others, and 
that mentality led me to pursue a law degree. Throughout my education, I remained heavily involved in 
various Catholic ministries and often volunteered to serve the needs of others. In law school, I worked 
with victims of abuse, human trafficking and abandoned children. Most recently, I have been working 
at the rectory at St. Thomas More and volunteered as a PSR teacher. I am a firm believer in the power of 
faith, and I cannot wait to share my enthusiasm with the youth of St. Albert the Great.

      In my spare time I enjoy enjoying nature, cycling, crafting and rooting for my favorite sports teams.    
   If you happen to see me around, please feel free to say hi!

Meet Katie Nowak, St. Albert the Great Parish Youth Minister

Continued on page 3
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On Sunday, June 7, the 12:30 Mass was con-celebrated 
by our three parish priests as a farewell to Fr. Tom Pajk 
and Fr. Chuck Butkowski, followed by a 1:30pm recep-
tion in the Lis Family Hall that lasted until 4:00pm.
 
St. Albert was the seventh parish assignment for Fr. 
Tom Pajk. He was well loved and helped out with 
many parish activities including our Rooted in Faith 
campaign.  He lived life generously, giving freely and 
never expecting anything in return. 

Continued from page 2

who took time to pray one on one with many of our 
students.   Less than a month later, these same eighth 
graders completed their final initiation into the church 
in a blessed Confirmation experience led by Bishop 
Richard Lennon.

On Tuesday, May 5th, we officially inducted 30 Ju-
nior High students to the St. Albert the Great Junior 
Honor Society.  These students pledged to continue 
to live out the four cornerstones of Christian Service, 
Leadership, Scholarship, and Character. On Saturday, 
May 9th, we celebrated the first Holy Communion of 
our second graders.  We eagerly encouraged their full 
participation in parish liturgical celebrations as part of 
the Body of Christ.   Finally, on Tuesday, June 2nd, we 
celebrated the 54th graduating class of St. Albert the 
Great School.  It has been an honor and a privilege to 
know this fine group of young men and women and 
we only wish we had additional time to spend with 
them.   They are destined for great things and are cer-
tain to bring a ray of hope to the dark areas of our 
world.  We applaud their energy and creativity and en-
courage them to remain active members in our parish 
community.

As we look back on the 2014-2015 school year, we find 
ourselves blessed by continuing positive enrollment 
numbers.  After expanding our Preschool program 
we were able to completely fill two 3 year old and two 
4 year-old classes.  In addition to expanding our Pre-
school program, this year witnessed many new and 
exciting additions.  The groundbreaking and ribbon 
cutting of the Saint Albert the Great Playground has 
transformed our recess periods providing delight to 

students of all ages.  Thanks to the generous 
contributions of many of our parents a second phase 
is in the works.  Continuing to enhance our building 
technology, we modified the cafeteria payment system 
providing each student an electronic account which 
they use to purchase lunches and snacks.   Thanks to 
our PTO, we’ve partnered with the North Royalton 
Police Department featuring weekly rounds by uni-
formed officers to spend time getting to know our 
wonderful students.

Our last major change for next year is bittersweet as 
we announce the retirement of three seasoned educa-
tors whose dedication to Catholic education spans a 
combined 45 years of teaching, Mrs. Terry Kaminski, 
Mrs. Jane Mezoros, and Mrs. Judi Horvath.  We also 
wish a blessed and happy retirement to our nurse, 
Donna Cesen whose thirty-three years in Catholic 
Schools has left a true imprint on the hearts of our 
faculty and staff.   We wish the best to all of them and 
certainly hope they will remain in close contact with 
their SATG family.  We are pleased to welcome aboard 
Mrs. Jessica Finn, a parishioner of St. Albert the Great, 
as our new third-grade teacher.  Jessica holds an early 
childhood license and comes to us from St. Benedict 
Catholic School.  

We wish a safe, relaxing, and blessed summer vacation 
to all of our hardworking students, faculty, and staff.  
We are already looking forward to 2015-2016 and the 
unchartered course God has prepared for our journey.  
Thank you for your continued support of Saint Albert 
the Great School and your commitment to Catholic 
education.

Continued on page  4

Farewell to Fr. Pajk and Fr. Chuck



Welcome new Parish Pastoral
Council Members!
As the 4th year of the Parish Pastoral Coun-
cil (PPC) draws to an end, we are happy to 
announce the addition of four new members: 
Dena Pike, Annetta Paszt, John Royak, and 
Tom Sawyer.  Each of these members has com-
mitted themselves to join with Father Estok and 
the remaining council members in the contin-
ued support of our parish vision, “Every One 
Add One: Renew, Reflect, Reach Out.” Welcome 
new PPC members!

This year also brings the “retirement” of four 
councilors: Maureen Ketz, Rita Dura, Bill 
Gergely, and Rob Bentley.  They were part of 
the original council and have served for the 
past four years.  A number of enhancements 
to parish life were initiated during their tenure: 
expansion of our service and compassion min-
istries, the start of our annual Parish Service 
    Day, the creation of the parish Liturgical  
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Continued from page 3
St. Albert was Fr. Chuck Butkowski’s first parish assign-
ment, so here he heard Confessions for the first time, 
presiding, preaching, Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals.  
His attitude toward celebrating Mass was that it was an 
honor – a special gift that he had the privilege of doing.
 

The life of a priest is rewarding and challenging. He be-
comes a part of the lives of many, involved in intimate 
details, and then moves on to begin it all again in a new 
place.  It is always hard to say goodbye, but as Fr. Estok 
said at the farewell Mass, “Hello-ing and Goodbye-ing is 
very Christ-like part of a priest’s life and witness”.  Father 
explained that, “While on earth, Jesus was always engag-
ing in love and then moving on to new areas and new 

people, enriching their lives and leaving a positive wake 
behind him.  So it is with Fr. Pajk and Fr. Chuck.  

These good priests came into our lives and left nothing 
but good in our hearts.  It is because they touched us so 
deeply that we have a hard time letting them go.  The two 
priests received a standing ovation at the Mass.  Looking 
around, it seemed as if every one of us had a special re-
lationship with each of these two special men and were 
thanking them individually for their great kindness or 
much needed help that they gave to us.  We know they 
will do well as they move on to St. Joseph(Fr. Pajk) and 
St. Barnabas(Fr. Chuck), but they will be so very missed 
here at St. Albert the Great.

Annetta 
Pazst

John
Royak

Dena
Pike

Tom 
Sawyer

Continued on page 6



Father John Pfeifer

When did you first hear the 
call to the priesthood? Was 
there something in particular 
that inspired you to hear this 
call?
When I was a junior in high 
school, I had been considering 
journalism and going out to 
do good things in the world.  I 
was a typical teenager, and you 

never know that the choices you make will lead to oth-
ers later on. I had been playing flute for the choir, and 
that involvement led to other growth.  I was also an altar 
server.  There was a retired priest at the parish who was 
an excellent example of faith and helping.  I realized that 
the priesthood was what I wanted to do with my life in 
helping others.

Tell us about your home: your family, what your home-
town is like.
I grew up in Twinsburg and went to Saints Cosmas & 
Damian parish. I am the oldest of 3 brothers.  I have one 
brother who is 32 and is a chef. He is engaged and he 
lives in Stow. I have another brother who lives in Twins-
burg and is married and is a policeman. My parents live 
in Twinsburg also with their 3 cats. 

Tell us something interesting.
 I had an immediate connection to St. Albert the Great.  
Mr. Ed Vittardi was my principal when I was in mid-
dle school at Dodge Middle School in the early 90s in 
Twinsburg.  Ask me to see my yearbook for some pic-
tures of Ed!

What are your hobbies or your favorite ways to spend 
your leisure time?
I like hiking in the Metro parks, and love to take pic-
tures. I am just now learning to play guitar. I still play 
the flute, and I love to watch movies. My favorite movie 
is The Shawshank Redemption.

What is your favorite food?
I am not picky! I love BBQ ribs and chicken wings. I am 
also looking forward to learning new restaurants and 
am open to help in doing that!

     I am looking forward to getting involved at Saint 
     Albert the Great!

Father Joe Kim

When did you hear the call 
to the priesthood? Was there 
something in particular that 
inspired you to hear this call?
We are given but one life. 
Therefore, I was discerning as 
to how I could live a fruitful, 
valuable, and happy life. I was 
seeking to do something that 
I would enjoy, but I wanted it 

to be meaningful. I had really wanted to be a profession-
al soccer player and had prepared seriously, so I had not 
developed an interest in other things.
 One day, I saw the suffering people in Africa on 
television and a frail, starving baby was trying to feed 
from his mom who did not have milk. I was very much 
affected by their misery. I was doing just fine, but they 
were not. I realized that many people live in poverty and 
in pain. I wanted to do something for them, and deter-
mined that I would help them with my life.
 Choosing the priesthood was the best way for 
me to do this because a priest does not have responsibil-
ity for a wife or children of his own, but can devote him-
self to others who are sick, impoverished, and suffering.  
A priest fully dedicates his life to others – to all.

Tell us about your home: your family, what your own 
hometown is like.
My family is a small family: father, mother and me. My 
hometown is a port city in South Korea and the Pacific 
Ocean is very close to my home. In the summer season, 
I used to walk down the seashore with my parents and 
friends in the evening. Those great experiences still re-
main very pleasant memories.

What do you like about being in the United States?
I love my stay in the United States because of the beau-
ties of nature. I like to walk with the rosary outside and 
pray with the Canadian geese, rabbits, squirrels and 
deer.

What are your hobbies or your favorite ways to spend 
your leisure time?
I like music and sports. When I have time, I compose 
piano songs. I play both the organ and the piano. Also, 
I like to watch and play all kinds of sports with others 
such as soccer, ping-pong, softball and so on.
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Welcome Fr. John and Fr. Joe!



Page 6

Continued from page 4

Commission, and conducting a parish census, just to 
name a few.  Thank you for your years of dedication 
and sharing your gifts of time, faith – and humor – 
with the council and parish!

Please come to the 11:00am Mass on June 14th for the 
installation of the new councilors and welcome them 
to their new ministry at St. Albert the Great. 

The PPC role is to represent the parish in discus-
sions with Father Estok.  We welcome your ideas 
and feedback, so please drop us a note in the parish  
  office or email us at pastoral council@saint-albert.     
     org.  Visit the updated parish website to find more  
      information about the PPC.

Continued from page 5

What is your favorite food?
Fortunately, I am not a picky person so I am very 
open to eating all kinds of food. Also, I like to cook 
– particularly fusion food of American and Asian 
influence. I hope my fellow priests in the rectory 
will enjoy a fusion meal when we have an oppor-
tunity!

School may be OUT – but parish life is still IN! 

What better way to spend time as a family than to 
grow in faith and fellowship with others in the St. 
Albert parish community? Here is a list of events 
through September that will add enjoyment to 
your lazy, hazy days:

• Parish Pictorial Directory – if you hav-
en’t already made your appointment, please go to 
the parish web site (www.saint-albert.org) or call 
the parish office (440-237-6760) to schedule your 
time to smile for the camera! You’ll receive a free 
8x10 photo and our first parish pictorial directory. 
What a great way to help Fr. John Pfeifer, Fr. Joe 
Kim, and all of our new parishioners to become 
better acquainted with fellow parishioners!

• Parish Picnic – Sunday, July 12th 1:30-8:30pm. 
It just wouldn’t be summer without the parish 
picnic! It’s a fun-filled event where there is always 
something for everyone. Good food, games, raf-
fles, and entertainment fill the day!

• Faith and Family Movie Night – Friday, 
August 14th at 9pm. A first time for the parish will 

be an outdoor movie night (or indoor if it rains!) 
for family and friends. Come and enjoy a whole-
some movie under the stars – free of charge – that 
will encourage family conversation around Chris-
tian values. My Dog Skip is sure to entertain peo-
ple of all ages! Popcorn provided, but bring your 
own lawn chair!

• Parish Clam Bake – Saturday, September 5th 
at 6:30pm. Get your steamers, get your bake! The 
clam bake is back along with a DJ, Side boards and 
50/50 raffle. Come one, come all! Proceeds from 
the games will go to our Youth Ministry! Tickets 
are $25.
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Upcoming Events Summer 2015
Monthly Events
• 2nd Sunday of the month - Welcome Registration following 
  11am Mass
• 3rd Sunday of the month - After Mass Socials following 
   8am, 9:30am, and 11:00am Masses
• 2nd and 4th Sundays at 9:30am Mass - Children’s Liturgy of 
   the Word
• 2nd Tuesday of the month - Lectio Divina from 7-8pm
• Third Thursday of the month - Third Thursday 
   Theology from 9am-11am

Scheduled Events
July 12 .........................................Parish Picnic from 1:30-8:00pm
July 26 .................................... North Royalton Community Meal        
                   3pm-5pm held at Royal Redeemer this month only
August 2 ....................................................... Uniform Connection    
                                          following 9:30am and 11:00am Masses
August 7 ............. School Packet Pick-Up 9am-11am; 1pm-3pm
August 14 .........................Faith and Family Movie Night at 9pm
August 15 .......Feast of the Assumption – Holy Day (not obligation)

August 19 ............................ Parish Day School 1st day of school
August 30 .............................. North Royalton Community Meal        
                                                                3pm-5pm Lis Family Hall
September 5 .......................... Parish Clam Bake starts at 6:30pm
September 7 ....................................................................Labor Day
September 13 ..................................Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast
                                              following 8am Mass Lis Family Hall
September 14 ......................................................PSR classes begin
September 22 .. State of the School Meeting 7pm in the Church
September 26 .......................................................... Men’s Renewal
September 27 ........................ North Royalton Community Meal 
                                                                3pm-5pm Lis Family Hall
October 4 .............. St. Francis of Assisi Blessing of the Animals 
                                                                                 2:00pm-2:45pm
October 7 ................................................. Our Lady of the Rosary
                                                         led by Legion of Mary at 7pm
October 10 .........................................................Women’s Renewal
October 25 ............................ North Royalton Community Meal 
                                                                3pm-5pm Lis Family Hall
November 7 ............................................Women’s Tea 9am-11am
November 13 ...................Veteran’s Day Salute (details to come)

Summer 2015
Service Opportunities

Warm temperatures and sunshine mean 
several summer service opportunities are 
on the calendar and available to all!

• Parma Hts. Food Pantry Produce 
Give-a-ways (6281 Pearl Road)
June 6th, July 11th, August 1st, September 
12th, and October 3rd  •  8:45 am-noon
Fresh produce is provided by the Great-
er Cleveland Foodbank and is set-up 
“farmers market” style.  Volunteers staff 
the market and assist the shoppers. The 
distribution is open to all and is free of 
charge. 

• West Side Catholic Center Backpack 
BBQ (3135 Lorain Avenue)
July 2nd and August 7th • 2:00-5:30pm
Volunteers prepare and serve a picnic for 
the children, and their families, who are 
enrolled in the Center’s Summer Back-
pack program which provides a backpack 
of food items for the week.

• Nursing Home Ministry with 
St. Augustine Manor
(Children under 18 accompanied by an 
adult are welcome!)
July 18th - Carnival (7801 Detroit Avenue) 
11:00am-2:00pm 
Volunteers bring residents to the carnival 
for food, games and entertainment.  

• Summer Camp at Camp Cheerful
August 17th-August 21st 
Volunteers assist “campers” during the 
daytime or evening hours with crafts, 
games, fishing, and many other fun sum-
mer activities.

• North Royalton Community Meal 
Last Sunday of every month.  
Shifts beginning at noon-5:30pm
Sign up at http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/70a0949aaac2daa8-satg

If you would like to volunteer for any of 
these opportunies, or have questions, 
contact Denise Bobulsky, at dbobulsky@
saint-albert.org or (440) 237-6760.



Weekly Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil
4:00pm and 5:30pm

Sunday
8:00am, 9:30am 11:00am, 
12:30pm, and 6:00pm

Weekdays
6:45am and 8:15am
Saturday Morning 8:15am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday
3:00 - 4:00pm and 5:00 - 5:30pm 
Every  Sunday – 10:30am
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